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§285.601

§285.601 When am I required to sub-
mit my plans to MMS?

Your plan submission requirements
depend on whether your lease or grant
was issued competitively or non-
competitively under subpart B or sub-
part C of this part.

(a) If your lease or grant is issued
competitively, you must submit your
SAP or your GAP within 6 months of
issuance.

(b) If you request that a lease or
grant be issued noncompetitively, you
must submit your SAP or your GAP
within 60 days after the Director issues
a determination that there is no com-
petitive interest.

(c) If you intend to continue your
commercial lease with an operations
term, you must submit a COP, or a
FERC license application, at least 6
months before the end of your site as-
sessment term.

(d) You may submit your COP or
FERC license application with your
SAP.

(1) You must provide sufficient data
and information with your COP for
MMS to complete the needed reviews
and NEPA analysis; and

(2) The MMS may need to conduct ad-
ditional reviews, including NEPA anal-
ysis, if significant new information be-
comes available after you complete
your site assessment activities or you
revise your COP. As a result of the ad-
ditional reviews, we may require modi-
fication of your COP.

§285.602 What records must I main-
tain?

Until MMS releases your financial
assurance under §285.534, you must
maintain and provide to MMS, upon re-
quest, all data and information related
to compliance with required terms and
conditions of your SAP, COP, or GAP.

§§ 285.603-285.604 [Reserved]

SITE ASSESSMENT PLAN AND INFORMA-
TION REQUIREMENTS FOR COMMERCIAL
LEASES

§285.605 What is a Site Assessment
Plan (SAP)?
(a) A SAP describes the activities
(e.g., installation of meteorological
towers, meteorological buoys) you plan
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to perform for the characterization of
your commercial lease, including your
project easement, or to test technology
devices.

(1) Your SAP must describe how you
will conduct your resource assessment
(e.g., meteorological and oceano-
graphic data collection) or technology
testing activities; and

(2) The MMS will withhold trade se-
crets and commercial or financial in-
formation that is privileged or con-
fidential from public disclosure under
exemption 4 of the FOIA and as pro-
vided in §285.113.

(b) Your SAP must include data
from:

(1) Physical characterization surveys
(e.g., geological and geophysical sur-
veys or hazards surveys); and

(2) Baseline environmental surveys
(e.g., biological or archaeological sur-
veys).

(c) You must receive MMS approval
of your SAP before you can begin any
of the approved activities on your
lease, as provided in §285.613.

(d) If you propose to construct a fa-
cility or combination of facilities
deemed by MMS to be complex or sig-
nificant, as provided in §285.613(a)(1),
you must also comply with the require-
ments of subpart G of this part and
submit your Safety Management Sys-
tem as required by §285.810.

§285.606 What must I demonstrate in
my SAP?

(a) Your SAP must demonstrate that
you have planned and are prepared to
conduct the proposed site assessment
activities in a manner that conforms to
your responsibilities listed in
§285.105(a) and:

(1) Conforms to all applicable laws,
regulations, and lease provisions of
your commercial lease;

(2) Is safe;

(3) Does not unreasonably interfere
with other uses of the OCS, including
those involved with national security
or defense;

(4) Does not cause undue harm or
damage to natural resources; life (in-
cluding human and wildlife); property;
the marine, coastal, or human environ-
ment; or sites, structures, or objects of
historical or archaeological signifi-
cance;
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